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National Assembly for Wales Cross Party Group on Children and Young People 

& Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 4th July 2018 

Conference Room A, Ty Hywel 

12.30pm—13.30pm 

 

 

Attendees 

Julie Morgan AM, Chair 
David Melding AM, Vice-Chair 
Llyr Gruffydd AM, Vice-Chair 
Catriona Williams OBE, Secretariat, Chief Executive Children in Wales 
Gerli Orumaa, Regional coordinator for South West Wales, Ethnic Youth Support Team  
Sean O’Neill, Policy Director, Children in Wales 
Cheryl Martin, Development Officer - Child Poverty, Children in Wales 
 
Janine Bennett, Huggard Centre 
Jonathan Wynne Evans, University of South Wales 
Marco Gil-Cervantes, Chief Executive, Promo Cymru 
Helen Jones, Projects and Membership Officer, Council for Wales of Voluntary Youth Services 
(CWYVS) 
Robin J. Lewis, Senior Adviser, Vikki Howells AM Office 
Linda Nicklin, Service Manager Wales & Southwest, Place2Be 
Mia Rees, Policy and Public Affairs Manager, Princes Trust Cymru 
Fiona Santos, Early Years & Childcare Coordinator, Caerphilly County Borough Council 
Rachel Thomas, Head of Policy and Public Affairs, Children’s Commissioner for Wales 
Chloe Evans, Admin Assistant Children in Wales 
Helen West, Assembly Support Staff, National Assembly for Wales 
Mena Thomas, Barnardo’s Cymru 
 
Apologies 

Simon Thomas AM 
Nigel Brown, Chief Executive, Cafcass Cymru 
Neil McEvoy AM 
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1. Welcome and Opening Remarks 

 
           Julie Morgan AM began by welcoming the group and making introductions 
 

2. Annual General Meeting: Formal business, including election of Chair and Secretary 
 
The group nominated Julie Morgan AM as Chair. David Melding AM and Llyr Huws 
Gruffydd AM were nominated as Vice Chairs. Catriona Williams was nominated as 
Secretariat. 
 

3. Introduction to Presentations 
 
Catriona explained that the purpose of the session was to share with the Cross Party 
Group information from the field that Children in Wales is particularly concerned 
about and is promoting the consensus view that these issues need to be addressed 
quickly before the situation deteriorates.  
  

• The first is to raise awareness of issues that many children and young people 
have been experiencing in relation to how they are viewed, particularly since 
Brexit has been in the news, but not exclusively due to the Brexit Referendum. 

 

• The second is the impact of Brexit on children and young people update 
 

• The third is to share the results of the survey conducted by Children in Wales in 
relation to professionals’ views of child poverty. This survey is conducted every 
couple of years and gives a snapshot of the current priorities as well as trends 
over time. 

 
Gerli Orumaa, Regional coordinator for South West Wales, Ethnic Youth Support 

Team  

Sean O’Neill, Policy Director, Children in Wales 

Cheryl Martin, Development Officer - Child Poverty, Children in Wales 

 
The above presentations can be found on the Children in Wales website on following link –  
 
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/resources/cross-party-groups/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/resources/cross-party-groups/
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4. Discussion 
 
Julie Morgan AM chaired a question and answer session.  
 
Llyr Gruffydd AM informed the group that he was attending a debate on Poverty after the Cross 
Party Group meeting and hoped to get a response from Welsh Government. He stated that an 
Assembly Member needs to take ownership of this issue. 
 
Julie Morgan explained how shocked she was to hear about the increase in racism and 
questioned if this has since decreased. Gerli Orumaa highlighted the fact that there has been 
spike in racism and that Brexit has given people justification on racism. Young people have 
been targeted more since Brexit and have been made to feel unwelcome in the UK. 
 
Rachel Thomas, The Children’s Commissioner for Wales, informed the group that The Children’s 
Commissioner for Wales’ office has worked in conjunction with EYST to prevent Islamophobia. 
Rachel also explained that the Office has begun working on a poverty project.  
 
Marco Gil-Cervantes, Promo Cymru, stated that his organisation has received lots of phone calls 
from members of the public seeking advice on racism. Marco is Spanish and he explained that 
his children have been personally effected by racism in school, however, the school system has 
been effective in tackling this. 
 
A question was asked if there is a mechanism for Assembly Committees to work together as a 
whole instead of working on separate issues. Julie Morgan explained that there is not an 
overall committee. 
 
Catriona Williams – Children in Wales has identified social cohesion as the beginning of an 
important campaign.  
 
Sean O’Neill informed the group that there are numerous Brexit reports and consultations on 
the Children in Wales website and more will be produced in the autumn. 
 
Catriona Williams stressed the importance of mobilising young people’s voices as the  
implementation of Brexit needs to have regard to children’s rights and this is currently absent. 
This is true in many areas such as in the NHS and social care as well as teaching. 
 
Gerli Orumaa talked about a BME project run by EYST for children, young people and adults 
and how adults are concerned for the future of BME children and young people in the UK. 
EYST feel passionate about the ‘us & them’ stigma and are trying to tackle this stereotype. 
Gerli also explained that it is people who are living in deprived areas that suffer racism the 
most. 
 
The AM’s had to leave the meeting to vote and so Julie Morgan handed the chair to Catriona 
who then closed the meeting by thanking everyone who had attended. 
 
 

5. Meeting closed  


